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Come to Scout Hall on July 6th  and 
I’m sure you will be delighted with 
the program.  We will be hearing 
from a woodworker who is blind.  
That’s right.  Come and see how he 
does it.
Meeting begins at 7pm.  

TRWA dues should be paid by June 
first.  Since we had not decided 
how much they would be We will 
accept dues payment ($24) through 
July.  Anyone not paid up by the 
end of July will not receive any 
more newsletters and will not be 
eligible to enter any projects in the 
Annual show at the end of Septem-
ber.  
Membership Chairman, Roger 
Gohring

Toymakers Wanted
I have 4 or 5 tic tac toe makers 
signed up but I still need 3 or 4 
more. All the materials and 
instructions will be passed out at 
the July meeting. Please return 
your finished tic tac toe games at 
the August or September meetings 
to Dick Philpot. November turn in 
will work also but no later.

"Tools Wanted"
At the July and August meetings I 
will collect tools for the Asante 
Project with an August mailing 
date. There will be a box at the 
meetings to place your donations 
in. The small box measures 11" by 
8-1/2" by 5-1/2" The large box 
measures 12" by 12" by 5-1/2". 
If your donations do not fit please 
take them home.  Needed are: 
chisels,gouges, planes, hand drills, 
drill bits, braces, auger bits, 
assorted files and rasps, sharpening 
stones, hand saws, coping saws 
with extra blades and lots of 
sandpaper.
We will do this yearly so if you miss 
this year we shall call on you next 
year

Special Points
of Interest

 Wood Turning 
SIG

 New article 
from Kathi 

 Sam Maloof

2009 July

Monday July 6th Meeting
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TRWA Meeting Minutes June 1, 2009 
Riverbank, CA.

Called to order by Tom Bonte @ 
7:01pm

Four guests present, Phil Hoffman, 
Howard, Ron Young

55 Carob trees are being cut down in 
Turlock at the corner of Canal and 
Geer.   TRWA has been given 
permission to acquire some of this 
wood.

Motion was made to approve the 
meeting minutes from the previous 
May meeting as printed in the 
newsletter Moved by Wayne 
Meissner, 2nd by Roger Gohring, 
passed by voice vote

Johnny Jones - Magazines brought in 
for give away.

Motion was made to approve the 
Treasurers report of $77.97 
expenses, no income, balance in the 
bank of $3,432.69. Moved by Walt 
Deardorf, 2nd by Wayne Meissner, 
passed by voice vote

McHenry Woodcraft Show report - 
Denzil Walker Volunteers needed.  
Projects needed.  Demonstrators also 
needed. Show will run from Sept 
26th through October 11th.

Motion was made to reduce the 
annual membership dues for the 
2009-2010 year to $24. Moved by 
Roger Gohring, 2nd by Wayne 
Meissner - Dues reduced to $24 for 
upcoming year. Passed by voice vote.

Community Projects - Ricard Philpot 
- Wants to start collecting tools for 
Asante Network.  Richard has three 
ongoing projects:
1. Riverbank is going to start 
community garden
2. Tuesday June 23rd, 4 more 
volunteers for work on the East end 
of Riverbank sign that TRWA made 
some time ago.  Sign needs to be 
relocated and raised to be seen
3. Make Tic-Tac-Toe games to 
compliment the cars that we give 
away now.  The games cost 25 cents 
each, cars cost us 33 cents to make.  
Ricard needs a person to pick up 
plywood, take it home to their shop, 
cut it into 2x4 panels for others to 
make games

Show and Tell:
 
Larry Lew 
brought in 
a bowl 
with 
carving to 
form 
series of 
leaves 
that interlock to create the edge.  
The bowl was an exercise in 
designing the bowl on paper first.  
This added a layer of complexity to 
the execution of the piece.
 Larry Scallin showed a turned 
paper birch bowl, very well done.  
He also brought in a large top.  He 
also brought in a small turned 
walnut cup.
 Tom Bonte, brought in a sign 
made from Baltic birch with a Cal 
Bears sign on it. 

Break at 7:36

Meeting Minutes

"The reverence
 that the object

 maker has for
 the materials,
 for the shape,

 and for the miracle
 of his skill

 transcends to God,
 the Master Craftsman,

 the Creator of all things,
 who uses us, our hands,

 as His tools to
 make these

 beautiful things."

...Sam Maloof
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June Meeting Report

 Tom Bonte, showed us an old tiller from a 
14 ft Lido sailboat.  He had a broken tiller, 
made a new one.  Got replacement parts.  
Fitted the new tiller to the new fixture for the 
rudder.  He made some refinements.  Has used 
the new tiller and it works.
 Brought in 2 camp stools made out of old 
growth redwood.  50 year old stool.  Shows the 
fixes and changes through the years to repair 
bad design and wear and tear.  Shows his 

replacement made from 
2x4 material, pipe, and 
flanges.  
 Made a bad joke 
about beer nuts. 

Adjourned the meeting 
at 8:22pm

 On Thursday, May 28th, 2009, the world lost 
an artist of amazing gifts and skill.  Sam Maloof died 
in the Alta Loma, California home that he built for 
himself over half a century ago.  He was 93 years 
old.  Sam Maloof was a self-taught wood artist who 
created flowing objects that seemed to be glow 
with their own inner life.   His amazing skill was 
admired by many the world over including at least 
three American presidents.  His work has been col-
lected by many of the world’s museums, including 
the Smithsonian.  He copied no style, creating his 
own, a process that went from raw material to fin-
ished work without detailed plans.  He has taught 
thousands of people over the course of his long life.   
 This quote, which we print in every issue, 
sums up his approach to the craft he loved so well:

 "The reverence that the object maker has for 
the materials, for the shape, and for the 
miracle of his skill transcends to God, the 
Master Craftsman, the Creator of all things, 
who uses us, our hands, as His tools to 
make these beautiful things."

Farewell Sam Maloof



Page 4

TRWA Newsletter

. TRWA Woodturning SIG

The TRWA woodturning SIG in July will only meet July 14th. Meeting will be at Johnny Jones's shop 
starting at 9:00AM, lunch around noon in Oakdale. Shop is at 13299 Lancaster Road, Oakdale. 845-
0858 (jljones34@gmail.com) Members should bring their own tools. All TRWA members are wel-
come.   July presentation will be by Carl Mercer and Mark Gum doing a inside out turned Christ-
mas ornament. Our May TRWA woodturning SIG meeting was held at the Finishing Touch Wood 
Carving Studio. Steve and Terry Beauchamp hosted our group and Steve demonstrated how he 
sharpens his turning and carving tools. Then Steve and Terry demo their new laser engraver. They 
had engraved name tags for the wood turning group with the TRWA logo. 
Thank you Steve and Terry.

Wood Turners SIG
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Classified Advertising

Wood Tips By Kathi Westfall

Gum
Liquidamber styraciflua

Other Names: Redgum, Sapgum, Sweetgum
The origins of its Latin name, liquidamber 
styraciflua, are traced to the writings of Spanish 
explorer Hernando Cortez who, in 1519, de-
scribed the gums as “large trees that exude a 
gum-like liquid that is amber in color.”
The gum tree is found predominantly in the 
Southeastern U.S.  The average tree height is 80 
to 120 feet: They tend to prefer rich, moist soil 
and grow vigorously in damp areas.
The main uses for gum wood is cabinet making, 
furniture parts, doors, millwork, turnings and rail 
ties. It is a good substitute for walnut when 
stained. The sapwood tends to be wide and is 
white to light pink while the heartwood is red-
dish brown with darker streaks. The wood has an 
irregular grain, which produces nice figure and 
has a uniform texture. Gum wood is easy to work 
with both hand and power tools. It sands to an 
excellent finish but has a tendency to warp and 
twist. It also have a high shrinkage rate and is 
susceptible to movement after being finished. 
Look for wood called Sapgum (which is the sap-
wood) and Redgum (which is the heartwood.)

Fun Fact: Storax, the clear resin that the tree 
secretes, often is used for medicinal and phar-
maceutical preparations and is used for adhe-
sives, incense, perfuming, powders and soaps.

Editor’s Note:  Special thanks to Kathi for her 
continued support of the newsletter.  Another 
great and informative article.  Thanks to Richard 
Philpott for his contributions to the newsletter 
too!

12” Davis & Wells Cabinet Table Saw 5ft Table $250
6” Jointer....................................................$150
12” Planer....................................................$100
Delta 10” Compound Mitre Saw...........................$100
24” Leigh Dovetail Jib (New)..............................$250
10” Radial Arm Saw with Metal Cabinet.................$100
Contact Carl Mercer, 209-667-2340

Grizzly lathe for sale 
With accessories
$150
Contact Larry Scallin @ 209-538-0500 for details

ShopSmith Model 500
With bandsaw and accessories
$200 - Would like to sell it to another club member

10” Craftsman tablesaw
Cast iron table, custom mobile base, beissmeyer fence
Forrest Woodworker II blade
$225 or package deal for both tools
Contact Steve Hutson, 209-470-5305

Want to sell something to the club.  Send a note to 
Editor@TRWA.NET and I’ll include it in the next newsletter.
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Sponsors
AMERICAN LUMBER
Your Building Material Specialists
Mark Henry – Treasurer
(209) 578-5200
FAX (209) 578-1528
1231 9th Street
Modesto, CA 95354

AURA HARDWOODS, INC.
Wholesale Distributor
of Wood Products
Frank Steele – 
Branch Manager
(209) 579-2872
FAX (209) 526-2436
Voice Mail (209) 995-2067
107 South Riverside Dr.
Modesto, CA 95354

KELLY – MOORE PAINT CO.
Premium Quality Products
Gerald W. Essen 
Senior Account Manager
Office: (209) 524-5541
Mobile: (209) 534-9457
1004 McHenry Ave.
Modesto, CA 95350-5437

WOODLINE USA
111 Wheeler Street
Lavergne, TN 37086
Ph. 1-800-472-6950 
Open 24 hrs. every day
Router Bits & Shaper Cutters
SUPER LOW PRICES
TRWA Members get a discount
Ask them!
Wayne Sutter & Bill Thompson – 
Owners

THE WOODSMAN
Custom Milling/Drying
(Retail Hardwood Sales)
Warren Wise
(209) 931-3293
2701-A North Alpine Road
Stockton, CA 95215
Mail: 1814 McClellan Way
Stockton, CA 95207

WESTERN TOOL SUPPLY
3202 Waterloo Road
Stockton, CA 95205
(209) 937-0510

Tell
the

sponsor
you’re
 from 

TRWA!

TRWA 
would like to 
take this 
opportunity 
to thank 
each of these 
companies
 for their 
ongoing 
sponsorship 
and support!
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TRWA Board Members & Key Positions

TRWA Board Members
President, Tom Bonte................209-522-1850
President@trwa.net
Vice President, Kathi Westfall......209-574-9132
Past President, Cris Woelfer........209-522-7070
Program Chairman, Ada Holloway..209-544-8982
Programs@trwa.net
Treasurer, Don Ross...................209-557-0696
Treasurer@trwa.net
Newsletter Editor, Steve Hutson....209-470-5305
Editor@trwa.net
Recording Secretary, Steve Hutson.209-470-5305
Secretary@trwa.net
*Member at Large, Carl Mercer.....209-667-2340
Member at Large................................Open

* Indicates new info

             Website www.trwa.net

Key Position Assignments
Exhibit Coordinator, Denzil Walker 209-575-1359
Membership, Roger Gohring.........209-537-6139
Membership@trwa.net
Newsletter Reporter ...........................Open
Profile Editor....................................Open
Librarian, Lou Garcia.................209-578-4642
Refreshments, Jerry Park............209-632-1862
Drawing Coordinator, ..........................Open
Photographer, Wayne Meissner.....209-858-2263
Webmaster, Steve Hutson...........209-470-5305
Webmaster@trwa.net
Circulation Manager, Bob Weaver. .209-524-5852
Community Services, Dick Philpot..209-551-3720
Sunshine Chairman, ............................Open
Toys, Gloria Jehness..................209-505-6429

Help Desk
The following members have 
volunteered to help answer 
questions. Feel free to call 
them within the times they 
have specified.

David Bozarth 209-537-8654
All areas
Any reasonable hour

Scott B. Dustin
Finishes
Mobile: ......209-534-9810

Bob Gilmore.209-529-6835
All areas
9 AM – 9 PM M-F

Ken Kelso....209-529-3273
Lathe & Table Tops
Any reasonable hour

Ron Lewis....209-526-6648
Furniture
6 PM – 8 PM M-F

Al Lichty ....209-524-0466
Wood Bending & Furniture
All areas
5 PM – 9PM M-F

Carl Mercer..209-667-2340
Band saw boxes
Any reasonable hour

Dick Philpot. 209-551-3720
Toys
Any reasonable hour

John Schmidt 209-848-9535
Routers, Joinery & Furniture
Any reasonable hour
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2009 Meeting & Exhibit Schedule

Date Guest Subject

January 5 Pete Teresi Making Violins, Violas, and Cellos

February 2 Field Trip to Dan J Savage Middle School Shop Tour

March 2 History of woodworking presentation Ada Holloway

April 6 Stan Booker Asante Network

May 2 (New date!) Field Trip to Tracy! Antique Farm Equipment Model Maker

June 1 Tom Bonte Shop Time

July 6 Independence Day Fun!

August 3 Members Challenge Box Making contest

September 25th McHenry Woodcraft Show Setup & Potluck Show runs from Sept 26th to Oct 11

October No Meeting - Come see us at the show McHenry Museum, Modesto, Ca.

November 2 Annual Members Auction Come by and get a bargain

December 7  

Tuolumne River Woodworkers Association
P.O. Box 578216
Modesto, CA 95357-8711


