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Our February Meeting is a field trip 
into Modesto for a tour of the 
woodworking shop at the new Dan 
J.  Savage Middle School.  Our host 
is the Wood Shop teacher and is a 
special friend of the club.  We will 
also get a tour of the campus for 
anyone who would like to see how 
new schools look.  Should be a very 
entertaining meeting.

Location: 1900 Maid Mariane Lane, 
Modesto.
When: February 2nd @ 6:30
Meet at the Flagpole.

Members may want to meet for 
dinner at the Tasty Taco at the 
corner of Merle and Oakdale Road 

at about PM.  The restaurant is due 
west of the school along Merle by 
about 5 or 6 blocks..

Special Points
of Interest

• Last Month’s 
Meeting Report

• Wood Turning 
SIG

• New articles

2009 February

Field Trip for February 2 Meeting
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TRWA Minutes January 5th, 2009 
Scout Hall, Riverbank, CA

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order by Tom Bonte @ 
7:5

Guest present: None

Minutes from the December Meeting 
were discussed and accepted 
unanimously.

Pete Teresi will be the speaker for 
January.  

John Christiansen has recovered from his 
illness and is recovering Arizona

Meeting minutes carried.  

Community Service - Dick Philpott, 
Oakdale Grange sign will done in the 
spring

Toys - Gloria - Gave away over 800 toys 
in December.  Central Valley Foster 
Care, Sierra Vista, Family Connections 
Christian Adoptions, Church of the 
Nazarene took to Mexico were happy to 
get anything.

Treasurers report was presented. Ada 
Holloway moved to accept , Kathi 
Westfall seconded and the motion 
carried by voice vote.

Show report - September 25th  2009 
setup and potluck,  Show starts 26th, 
Closes on  October 11th close of show

February Meeting will be a visit to Dan 
Savage Jr. High wood shop.  Meeting will 
be at the school @ 6:30pm.  Meet in 
front by the flagpole
Meet at Tasty Taco @ 5pm - next to the 
school, Oakdale Road and Merrill.  

Show and Tell - 
 Josh showed 2 boxes and 
explained his use of a raised panel bit to 

the create a cove at the ends of the 
boxes.  Spoke candidly about mistakes he 
made during the construction and his 
recover to complete the project.  
 Roger Gohring showed a "Pit and 
the Pendulum" construction with a bowl 
of sand in the base.
 John Schmidt showed a jig that 
he has made to thin strip ripping jig and 
presented it and showed how the jig 
worked with his current project.  He 
spoke about how you fold sandpaper to 
eliminate abrasive on abrasive contact.  
John gave a tip about finding the center 
of a piece of board, instead using trying 
to calculate the center, place a ruler at 
an angle across the board, and align the 
ruler at the edges at a fixed length like 
the 1 inch and 7 inch marks.  The center 
of the board will be at the 4 inch mark.  
John showed a pair of  "silky oak"  
candlesticks made by Norm Silva on "The 
Legacy" ornamental jig.
 Walt Deardorf showed a great 
big turned column that will be used in 
his kitchen that will match his antique 
dining room table.  

Meeting adjourned for refreshments at 
7:56pm.
.

November 2008 Meeting Minutes

"The reverence
 that the object

 maker has for
 the materials,
 for the shape,

 and for the miracle
 of his skill

 transcends to God,
 the Master Craftsman,

 the Creator of all things,
 who uses us, our hands,

 as His tools to
 make these

 beautiful things."

...Sam Maloof
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Member Presentation

TRWA
 Stands

 for 
community 

service,
 Ask

 any 
member!

Well, we were in for 
quite a treat in 
January when Pete 
Teresi gave a talk on 
making stringed 
instruments.  Since 
this always seemed 
like a mysterious art 
to me, I was 
particularly delighted 
to here Pete talk 
about how he makes 
violins, violas and 
cellos.  Pete has been 
making violins and 

their bigger cousins 
for almost forty years 
and stressed some 
fundamentals in his 
talk.  1.) He was 
adamant that you 
must have a proper 
form to build the 
instrument shell on.  
2.) Stock preparation 

doesn’t require 
special tools, but does 
require that you make 
sure that thicknesses 
are exact.  3.) Finish 
is always varnish for 
hardness.  If you are 
interested, Pete 
recommends, "Violin 
Making" - Henry H 
Stoble.
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The TRWA woodturning SIG will meet the 1st 
Saturday and 10 days later on Tuesday. The 
novice (Beginners) group will meet the 3rd Sat-
urday of the month. All meetings will be at 
Johnny Jones's shop starting at 9:00AM, lunch 
around noon. Shop is at 13299 Lancaster Road, 
Oakdale. 845-0858 or jljones34@gmail.com. 
Members should bring their own tools. All 
TRWA members are welcome.

Our January 2009 TRWA SIG program was to 
turn a small vase. Johnny demo is how to use a 
small piece of Walnut and turn it into a small 
vase. Photos show the out side turned, drilling 
the hole in the center, turning the inside and 
three finished vases. 

Wood Turners SIG
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Classified Advertising

Wood Tips By Kathi Westfall

Cherry (Prunus serotina)
Like all fruit trees, cherry belongs to the rose family. 
American Colonists used the cherry tree for its fruit, 
medicinal properties and home furnishings. The bark 
was used in the production of drugs to treat bronchi-
tis, and cherry stalks were used to make tonics.

Cherry is grown commercially in Pennsylvania, the 
Virginias and New York. The average tree height is 60 
to 80 feet. Cherry trees can live to the extreme old 
age of 200 years. Cherry is mainly used in fine furni-
ture and cabinet making, musical instruments and 
carvings. The heartwood of cherry varies from rich red 
to reddish brown and the sapwood is creamy white. 
Cherry will darken quickly when exposed to light so 
you don’t want to store it in direct sunlight. The wood 
has a fine uniform grain and is satiny in texture. It 
usually has small gum pockets and pith flecks.

Cherry is easy to machine, nails and glues well and 
when stained, produces an excellent deep, rich, fin-
ish. It dries fairly quickly with only moderate shrink-
age. The wood is of medium density with good 
bending properties.

Fun Fact: Early printmakers used cherry for their 
engraving blocks.

Wood Tips:
 
 This month's wood working tip comes from the shop 
of Richard Ring. Richard makes beautiful scroll sawn 
items that he sells by word of mouth and at craft fairs. 
He used to have trouble with burn marks made by 
scroll saw or band saw blades when cutting thicker 
pieces of wood until he found a way to alleviate them. 
He now covers the top of the board he will be cutting 
with clear packing tape. Then he glues his pattern on 
top and cuts out the piece. The heat from the saw 
blade going through the tape adds enough lubrication 
that burns are a thing of the past. Since most of Rich's 
finished pieces are small, he uses a heat gun and a 
pair of needle nose pliers to remove the tape. Any 
remaining residue is removed with mineral spirits 
before staining. Goodbye to hand sanding  those burn 
marks away. Thanks Richard

12” Davis & Wells Cabinet Table Saw 5ft Table $250
6” Jointer....................................................$150
12” Planer....................................................$100
Delta Drill Press 16 speed 215-2720rpm.................$200
Delta 10” Compound Mitre Saw...........................$100
48” Belt 9” disc sander.....................................$100
24” Leigh Dovetail Jib (New)..............................$250
10” Radial Arm Saw with Metal Cabinet.................$100
Contact Carl Mercer, 209-667-2340

13" 2 speed Delta Planner.  Need to clean up my shop and 
something I don't use much is the planner.  60 cpi for dimension-
ing and 90 CPI for finishing.  Works great.
I'm asking $250 OBO for it.  Retails for around $395.  If interest-
ed give me a call 209-825-1648.  Mark Gum

Want to sell something to the club.  Send a note to 
Editor@TRWA.NET and I’ll include it in the next newsletter.
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Sponsors
AMERICAN LUMBER
Your Building Material Specialists
Mark Henry – Treasurer
(209) 578-5200
FAX (209) 578-1528
1231 9th Street
Modesto, CA 95354

AURA HARDWOODS, INC.
Wholesale Distributor
of Wood Products
Frank Steele – 
Branch Manager
(209) 579-2872
FAX (209) 526-2436
Voice Mail (209) 995-2067
107 South Riverside Dr.
Modesto, CA 95354

KELLY – MOORE PAINT CO.
Premium Quality Products
Gerald W. Essen 
Senior Account Manager
Office: (209) 524-5541
Mobile: (209) 534-9457
1004 McHenry Ave.
Modesto, CA 95350-5437

WOODLINE USA
111 Wheeler Street
Lavergne, TN 37086
Ph. 1-800-472-6950 
Open 24 hrs. every day
Router Bits & Shaper Cutters
SUPER LOW PRICES
TRWA Members get a discount
Ask them!
Wayne Sutter & Bill Thompson – 
Owners

THE WOODSMAN
Custom Milling/Drying
(Retail Hardwood Sales)
Warren Wise
(209) 931-3293
2701-A North Alpine Road
Stockton, CA 95215
Mail: 1814 McClellan Way
Stockton, CA 95207

WESTERN TOOL SUPPLY
3202 Waterloo Road
Stockton, CA 95205
(209) 937-0510

Tell
the

sponsor
you’re
 from 

TRWA!

TRWA 
would like to 
take this 
opportunity 
to thank 
each of these 
companies
 for their 
ongoing 
sponsorship 
and support!
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TRWA Board Members & Key Positions
TRWA Board Members

President, Tom Bonte................209-522-1850
President@trwa.net
Vice President, Kathi Westfall......209-574-9132
Past President, Cris Woelfer........209-522-7070
Program Chairman, Ada Holloway..209-544-8982
Programs@trwa.net
Treasurer, Don Ross...................209-557-0696
Treasurer@trwa.net
Newsletter Editor, Steve Hutson....209-470-5305
Editor@trwa.net
Recording Secretary, Steve Hutson.209-470-5305
Secretary@trwa.net
Member at Large, Jim Pharr.........................
...........................................................
——————————————————————
* Indicates new info

             Website www.trwa.net

Key Position Assignments
Exhibit Coordinator, Denzil Walker 209-575-1359
Membership, Roger Gohring.........209-537-6139
Membership@trwa.net
Newsletter Reporter ...........................Open
Profile Editor....................................Open
Librarian, Lou Garcia.................209-578-4642
Refreshments, Jerry Park............209-632-1862
Drawing Coordinator, Don Scott....209-522-5701
Photographer, Wayne Meissner.....209-858-2263
Webmaster, Steve Hutson...........209-470-5305
Webmaster@trwa.net
Circulation Manager, Bob Weaver. .209-524-5852
Community Services, Dick Philpot..209-551-3720
Sunshine Chairman, ............................Open
Toys, Gloria Jehness..................209-505-6429

Help Desk
The following members have 
volunteered to help answer 
questions. Feel free to call 
them within the times they 
have specified.

David Bozarth 209-537-8654
All areas
Any reasonable hour

Scott B. Dustin
Finishes
Mobile: ......209-534-9810

Bob Gilmore.209-529-6835
All areas
9 AM – 9 PM M-F

Ken Kelso....209-529-3273
Lathe & Table Tops
Any reasonable hour

Ron Lewis....209-526-6648
Furniture
6 PM – 8 PM M-F

Al Lichty ....209-524-0466
Wood Bending & Furniture
All areas
5 PM – 9PM M-F

Carl Mercer..209-667-2340
Band saw boxes
Any reasonable hour

Dick Philpot. 209-551-3720
Toys
Any reasonable hour

John Schmidt 209-848-9535
Routers, Joinery & Furniture
Any reasonable hour
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2009 Meeting & Exhibit Schedule

Date Guest Subject

January 5 Pete Teresi Making Violins, Violas, and Cellos

February 2 Field Trip to Dan J Savage Middle School Shop Tour

March 2

April 6

May 4

June 1  

July 6

August 3

September 25th McHenry Woodcraft Show Setup & Potluck Show runs from Sept 26th to Oct 11

October No Meeting - Come see us McHenry Museum, Modesto, Ca.

November 2 Annual Members Auction Come by and get a bargain

December 7  

Tuolumne River Woodworkers Association
P.O. Box 578216
Modesto, CA 95357-8711


