
Februa ry ' s  Speaker :  
John McCormack 

 After completing his 
Bachelor’s degree, John 
started his own small busi-
ness working with canvas 
products. To further his 
skills, he started taking 
woodworking classes at 
San Francisco State from 
John Kassay who then rec-
ommended the North Ben-
net Street School in Bos-
ton. He was accepted there 

and graduated in 1988. He 
then rented a shop in a 
furniture making co-op in 
Cambridgeport, Massachu-
setts and became inter-
ested in art furniture. He 
built a mix of traditional 
and art furniture and sold 
them on both coasts. He is 
now involved with teaching 
others the art of wood-
working and sees himself 
as being lucky to have the 
ability to design and build 
and tries to pass on these 
skills to his students. 

 John philosophy is that 
teaching is a job where you 
are paid to give your 
knowledge to others. He 
feels that we should be 
helping others to realize 
that there are many possi-

bilities out there and we 
should help them find 
those possibilities for them-
selves. 

 John has some truly won-
der pieces and is a very 
talented woodworker. We 
are very excited to have 
John coming to speak with 
us this month and look 
forward to learning from 
him. 

Meeting is on February 1st 
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Scout Hall 
Riverbank ,California 
 
Meeting was called to order by President 
Westfall at 7:01 pm.  
 
Guest present—Martin Cole, Hughson 
 
Meeting Minutes—Motion to accept the 
minutes by Lou Garcia, passed by voice 
vote 
 
Community—Awards from Dick Philpot to 
Tom Bonte, Mark Rios, John Schmidt, 
Roger and Amy Gohring.  See photos on 
the following page. Car building—1,672 
toys in the last six months.  We will be 
building doll cradles for Christmas time.  
We have material to make 2 dozens tops 
from Johnny Jones shop.   
 
Library—Lou reminded the memebers pre-
sent to check out the library.  Lots of 
great stuff to check out for your use. 
 
Presenters—David Marks was suggested 
as a presenter.  He charges $1,500/day 
plus expenses.  We may be able to com-
bine with other area clubs to bring the per 
member cost down. 
 
Business Meeting adjourned at 7:41pm. 
 

January Presentations 
 

Tom Bonte—Gave us a great talk on 
nails, their history and uses.  Definition of 
a nail is a pin, harder than the surround-
ing material that affixes them together.  
Tom has seen pine furniture with maple 
nails holding them together.  Metal nails 
have been discovered in Roman buildings 
from over 2,000 years ago.  Square cut 
nails are less likely to split wood when 
driven because they cut through the wood 
fibers, instead of pushing them out of the 
way.  This also gives them more holding 

power.  Thomas Jefferson had a nail mak-
ing operation at his Virginia plantation.  
The modern wire nail was introduced in 
the 1850s, and although inferior in appli-
cation, they are vastly less costly to pro-
duce and eventually took over the mass 
market.   
Dick Philpot—Making toys 
We were treated to a very clear and prac-
tical guide to making toys.  Dick has a 
great deal of experience in this area, and 
has sold toys all over the area at craft 
shows and other venues.   
 Make a single toy, and make many of 

them at the same time.  Setup and 
tear down take time.  Maximize your 
time by mass producing parts. 

 Size all the stock first.  Seems simple, 
but working on stock that is the same 
size means less setup and adjust-
ments later.  

 Decide on a pattern.  Make a hard 
pattern so you can use it over again 

 Transfer the pattern to the wood. 
 Drill all the holes in the stock before 

you cut it out.  Easier to drill when it’s 
all one big piece. 

 Cut them all to shape 
 Sand the edges first, then the flats 
 Route all the edges to make them 

safe 
 Dick uses Watco Natural Danish Oil 

and actually dunks the pieces in a 
double bucket system consisting of a 
bucket filled with oil, and a 2nd 
bucket with the toys that has holes 
drilled in the bottom.  Slip the 2nd 
bucket into the first, lift the bucket 
out and there’s your toys with no 
mess! 

 Allow the toys to dry 3 days before 
assembly and packaging. 

Kathi Westfall—2010 Program report 
We have everything except November and 
December confirmed.  See the back page 

January Meeting Minutes—January 11, 2010 

 
"The reverence 
 that the object 
 maker has for 
 the materials, 
 for the shape, 

 and for the miracle 
 of his skill 

 transcends to God, 
 the Master Craftsman, 
 the Creator of all things, 
 who uses us, our hands, 

 as His tools to 
 make these 

 beautiful things." 
 

...Sam Maloof 

President Kathi Westfall 
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Meeting called to order 



 
 

 

 

January Meeting Pictures 

What’s in your toolbox? 
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A legacy of craftsmanship 

President’s Message 

 

For those members who missed the first 
meeting of 2010 we got a preview of the 
year to come. We have some great pro-
gram ideas and speakers lined up all the 
way to next November. Thank you to all 
those members who come up with such 
wonderful ideas and suggested them. 
Keep them coming! Watch the newsletter 
and our website for the schedule. Don't 
forget, the "Paint a Jeep" contest has 
been moved to our April meeting when we 

will also be having a "Make your own 
Nametag" contest so get busy working. 
The nametag contest only has two rules: 
Your nametag must be made out of wood 
and you must be able to wear it that 
night. Let your creativity flow. See you in 
February 

 

Kathi 

 



SIG Members, 

We want to continue SIG that Johnny Jones put together. In an effort to keep the club 
going we are going to make some minor changes: 
 

 We are going to have only one (1) meeting per month. 
 The novice group will become part of the regulars, we are all turners 
 The meeting locations will float from shop to shop. 
  (If you would like to host a meeting let us know.) 
 The program can be by someone other than the host. 
 There will be a $2.00 fee to pay for coffee and donuts. 
 The meeting will be on the first Saturday of each month at 9:00 am. 
 Bring your own chair and coffee cup. 
 Program may not require a lathe. (Example: chalk board, videos, jig and fixtures, 

etc.) 
 

Johnny's turners met on Jan 9th at Jim Crismon's shop.  Norm Silva gave a demonstra-
tion on deep hollowing. It was an excellent program.  We also had show and tell. See 
pictures at left. 

 

Johnny’s Turners Special Interest Group 
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Schedule 2010 meetings Johnny's Turners  all meeting start at 9:00 am

Date Location Presenter
Feb 20, 2010 Sat Earl Stapp Walt Deardorff

4549 N. Sperry Rd Denair
Mar 6, 2010 Sat Bill Huntington Bill Huntington

785 Fullerton Dr Turlock
Apr 10, 2010 Sat Josh Kinsey's Shop Marion Roberts

Modesto
May 1, 2010 Sat Larry Lew Larry Lew

2312 Glasgow Dr. Ceres
June 5, 2010 Sat Ron Young Ron Young

2119 Leerae Ct Turlock
July 10, 2010 Sat Larry Scallin Larry Scallin

2505 Condit Ct Ceres
Aug. 7, 2010 Sat Bob Weaver Bob Weaver

1829 Hunt Ave Modesto
Sept 11, 2010 Sat Larry Lew Mark

2312 Glasgow Dr. Ceres
Oct 2, 2010 Sat Carl Mercer Dick Philpot

3020 Trinity Ct Turlock
Nov 6, 2010 Sat un-scheduled
Dec 4, 2010 Sat un-scheduled



 

Want to sell something to the club.  Send a note to 
Editor@TRWA.NET and I’ll include it in the next 
newsletter. 

Classified Ads 
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Albizia julibrissin 

The mimosa tree, also known as the silky 
acacia or silk tree, is a small, rapid growing 
tree that grows 15-25 
feet. It has a short life-
span due to the fact it is 
very prone to pests and 
disease. The tree is a 
native to Japan but can 
be found all over the 
United States and is on 
many prohibited plant 
lists due to it’s aggres-
sive nature. The wood of 
the mimosa tree is dark 
reddish brown with a 
yellow center. It has a 
high tannin content 
which makes it very re-
sistant to rot. Because of 
this, it is used frequently 
to make bridges, fences and wheels as well as 
furniture. The bark is also used as a natural 
dye in leather production.  

While scientists classify mimosa as a hard-
wood, it is a deciduous tree that looses its 

leaves each fall and resembles pine in density 
and hardness. However, mimosa cuts better 
because it lacks the troublesome pitch in pine. 
The contrasting colors of grain make mimosa 

very enjoyable for 
fretwork and intar-
sia. However it is 
prone to breakouts 
so ¼” or thicker 
stock is recom-
mended. Water-
based finishes tend 
to raise the grain so 
sand up to 220 grit 
when using them. 

Mimosa, is not 
commercially popu-
lar so most people 
will have to harvest 
and dry the wood 
for themselves. 

Fun Fact: When the bark is dried and pounded 
into a powder, the high tannin content acts as 
an astringent and also makes stops bleeding.   

Wood Tips by Kathi Westfall 

Dick Philpot gave an excellent and very informative talk on how to plan, layout, cut, finish, and maximize toy 
production in your shop.  Thanks, Dick 



AMERICAN LUMBER 
Your Building Material Specialists 
Mark Henry – Treasurer 
(209) 578-5200 
FAX (209) 578-1528 
1231 9th Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 

 

AURA HARDWOODS, INC. 
Wholesale Distributor 
of Wood Products 
Frank Steele – Branch Manager 
(209) 579-2872 
FAX (209) 526-2436 
Voice Mail (209) 995-2067 
107 South Riverside Dr. 
Modesto, CA 95354 

 

KELLY – MOORE PAINT CO. 
Premium Quality Products 
Gerald W. Essen 
Senior Account Manager 
Office: (209) 524-5541 
Mobile: (209) 534-9457 
1004 McHenry Ave. 
Modesto, CA 95350-5437 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODLINE USA 
111 Wheeler Street 
Lavergne, TN 37086 
Ph. 1-800-472-6950 
Open 24 hrs. every day 
Router Bits & Shaper Cutters 
SUPER LOW PRICES 
TRWA Members get a discount 
Ask them! 
 
Wayne Sutter & Bill Thompson 
Owners 

 

THE WOODSMAN 
Custom Milling/Drying 
(Retail Hardwood Sales) 
Warren Wise 
(209) 931-3293 
2701-A North Alpine Road 
Stockton, CA 95215 
Mail: 1814 McClellan Way 
Stockton, CA 95207 

 

 

Sponsors 

Tell 
the 

sponsor 
you’re 
 from  

TRWA! 
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TRWA would like 
to take this 
opportunity to 
thank each of 
these 
companies 

 for their ongoing 
sponsorship and 
support! 



TRWA Board Members                                                  Key Positions 
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President , Kathi Westfall 
President@trwa.net 

209-574-9132 Exhibit Coordinator, Denzil 
Walker 

209-575-1359 

V.P., Josh Kinsey 209-495-1717 Membership, Roger Gohring 
Membership@trwa.net 

209-537-6139 

Past President , Tom Bonte 
 

209-522-1850 Newsletter Reporter Open 

Program Chairman,  
Programs@trwa.net 

Open Profile Editor Open 

Treasurer, Don Ross 
Trwasurer@trwa.net 

209-557-0696 Librarian, Lou Garcia 209-578-4642 

Recording Secretary, Newsletter, 
Steve Hutson, Editor@trwa.net 

209-470-5305 Refreshments, Jerry Park 209-632-1862 

Member at Large, Carl Mercer  Drawing Coordinator Open 

Member at Large, TBA  Photographer, Wayne Meissner 209-858-2263 

  Webmaster, Steve Hutson 
Webmaster@trwa.net 

209-470-5305 

  Circulation, Bob Weaver 209-524-5852 

  Community Service, Richard 
Philpot 

209-551-3720 

  Sunshine Chairman Open 

  Toys, Thomas Bonte 209-522-1850 

 

Help Desk 
The following members have volunteered to help answer ques-
tions. Feel free to call them within the times they have specified. 
 
David Bozarth ................................... 209-537-8654 
All areas 
Any reasonable hour 
 

Scott B. Dustin 
Finishes 
Mobile:  ............................................... 209-534-9810 
 
Ken Kelso .......................................... 209-529-3273 
Lathe & Table Tops 
Any reasonable hour 

 
Ron Lewis .......................................... 209-526-6648 
Furniture 
6 PM – 8 PM M-F 
 

Al Lichty  ........................................... 209-524-0466 
Wood Bending & Furniture 
All areas 
5 PM – 9PM M-F 
 

Carl Mercer ....................................... 209-667-2340 
Band saw boxes 
Any reasonable hour 
 

Richard Philpot ................................. 209-551-3720 
Toys 
Any reasonable hour 
 
John Schmidt .................................... 209-848-9535 
Routers, Joinery & Furniture 
Any reasonable hour 

 



Date Guest Subject 

January 4 Mystery Guest Triple talk—Kathi, Tom, and Dick 

February 1 John McCormack   

March 2 Matt Werner  

April 5 Make your own nametag contest  
& Jeep painting contest 

 

May 3 Toy Program  

June 7 Patrick Stafford   

July 5 Lee Krasnow     

August 2 Box Contest  

September 25th McHenry Woodcraft Show Setup & Potluck  

October 4 No Meeting - Come see us at the show McHenry Museum 

November 1 TBA  

December 6 TBA  

2010 Meeting & Exhibit Schedule 

September 6 Swap Meet   

Tuolumne River Woodworkers Association 

P.O. Box 578216 

Modesto, CA 95357-8711 


